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2006 Show Highlights

That's the mental baggage I carried into
barebones productions' Pittsburgh premiere
of Tim Blake Nelson's The Grey Zone, based
on the book Auschwitz: A Doctor's
Eyewitness Account, by Mikos Nyiszli. I left
two hours later thinking ... well, pretty
much the same thing.

We open in the Number Three Crematorium
at Auschwitz in 1944 -- right there you have
an idea of the evening's tone -- with a
group of Jews whose job it is to steer
Jewish prisoners into the gas chambers and
then remove and burn their corpses.
Everyone who has previously done this job
has himself been murdered after four
months, and this group is at three and
counting ... so they plan a revolt, and The
Grey Zone is a series of brief scenes leading
up to the uprising.

As a playwright, Nelson has the good sense
to trust the power of his story and stay out
of its way; this is a gruesome tale, tautly
told. When the movie version opened, I
recall questions about the moral ambiguity
of the workers and of Nyiszli (himself
working under Josef Mengele), who made
deals just to stay alive one day longer. But
it's a non-starter: Questioning the morality
of Auschwitz prisoners is obscene.

Barebones director Jason Nodler does
exactly what he needs to do: The production
moves swiftly; the emotional subtext is
given voice but never overplayed; and
there's a real sense of people living in the
event rather than commenting on it.

Bingo O'Malley plays Nyiszli with exhausting,
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Fade to Grey: Bingo O'Malley
(left) and Chelsea Mervis star in
The Grey Zone, at barebones
productions.
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Piano Restoration
Steinway Grand Piano
Restoration
Piano Restoration Steinway
Grand Piano Restoration -
We restore grand pianos,
specializing in Steinway,
Mason & Hamlin,
Bosendorfer, Bechstein etc.
Since 1908 and through 3
generations in the same
family, ...

Bass Cabinet
Crate heavy duty bass
cabinet with 2 15in.
speakers and casters on the
cabinet. there is also a
cover included. 220watt
max excellent condition.
New rock bottom price of
$200.00...

Songwriters, Horn
Players, Singers, Other
Instrumentalist s: Steely
Dan meets Ray Charles
meets Sting
BLUES EVOLUTION MODERN
BLUES AND SOUL IN THE
TRADITION OF: -
Atlantic/Stax - Robben Ford
- Bobby Bland - BS&T - Van
Morrison - Ray Charles - Dr.
John -...
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PICT's The Shaughraun
revives an old-school
melodrama.

Quantum Theatre parties with
El Paso Blue.

Pittsburgh Playwrights
investigates Corps Values.
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ALSO IN ON STAGE

Dance Alloy Theater revives
two favorites.
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crippling pain, while Gregory Johnstone, Ripe.
Patrick Jordan, Mark Tierno and Randy
Kovitz bring an amazing feel of varied

Experienced, reliable, rock-
solid drummer looking for a
working band. I use a 26"

Random Dance goes to
g bass drum. Also, use a

extremes in its Pittsburgh

humanity to the workers: We see ordinary debut noise-gated snare thru my
. - own drum sound system.

men trapped in a subhuman world. Mark More (2 Call 814-592-8014 and

Staley is both loathsome and nuanced as an ore (2)... leave...

SS officer, and a haunting Chelsea Mervis amplifier covers

plays a camp victim. COVERAMP.COM is

specialized in the
distribution of amp covers

I'm not sure why anyone would want to see this play, but I'm very sure it's for professional and
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red puccoon (rpuccoon@aol.com), palabama 11/ 9/2006 - 2:58am

mr goldman mr goldman mr goldman mr goldman mr goldman mr goldman . . . 33 was
the high count . . .
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PICT's The Shaughraun revives an old-school melodrama.
There's not a lot of subtlety, but then the audience wasn't looking for subtext;
they wanted action, romance, easily recognized evil-doers and, especially, good

triumphant.

Quantum Theatre parties with E/ Paso Blue.
If El Paso Blue is a sprawling, disjointed play, it's a highly entertaining one.

Pittsburgh Playwrights investigates Corps Values.

More (17)...
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